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India’s 1st e-Commerce Think Tank Meet
 The first meeting of e-Commerce Think Tank was convened by the Union Commerce and Industry
Minister, Mr. Suresh Prabhu. The think tank was set up by the government to deliberate on issues
related to e-commerce sector and cross-border digital trade.Suresh Prabhu chaired the first meeting of
the think tank setup to frame a national policy on e-commerce.

National Bamboo Mission Approved by CCEA
 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved restructured National Bamboo
Mission (NBM) with an outlay of Rs. 1290 crore. The scheme will be implemented during the
remaining period of 14th Finance Commission (2018-20).The National Bamboo Mission (NBM) is a
Centrally Sponsored Scheme under National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA).The
restructured mission will address complete value chain and establish effective linkage of producers
(farmers) with industry thus ensuring ensure a holistic development of the bamboo sector.

First edition of Cancer Screening Mela organized in Mizoram
 A Cancer Screening Mela was organized in Mizoram by the Health Department of Mizoram jointly
with Public Foundation of India and National Health Mission under the initiative of Swasth Uttar
Purv.The Cancer Screening Mela was funded by the Ministry of Development of North Eastern
Region (DoNER) at Kolasib District, Diakkawn YMA Hall in Mizoram.

Harimau Shakti: Indo Malaysian Joint Military Exercise
 HARIMAU SHAKTI 2018 is a bilateral military exercise to be conducted between India and
Malaysia from 30th April 2018 to 13th May 2018. It will be conducted in the dense forests of Sengai
Perdik, Hulu Langat, Malaysia as part of ongoing defence cooperation between both countries. The
exercise aims at bolstering cooperation and coordination between armed forces of both nations. It also
seeks to share expertise of both contingent in conduct of counter insurgency operations in jungle
terrain.

2nd Edition of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan Launched by HRD Ministry
 The second edition of the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan was launched by the HRD Ministry in New Delhi.
Under this Abhiyan students from 750 higher educational institutions from across the country will
adopt villages and visit them to get acquainted with the lifestyle of people there and the problems
faced by them. Minister of Human Resource Development Prakash Javadekar said at the launch
ceremony that the students are the real agents of change who can develop, empower and brighten the
future of the country.

MHA to relax Protected Area Permit regime from Nagaland, Mizoram,
Manipur
 The home ministry has decided to relax the six-decade-old Protected Area Permit (PAP) regime from
Nagaland, Mizoram and Manipur. his would be with effect from 1st April 2018.The move is being
initiated to promote tourism, create job opportunities for the locals and generate revenue for the
states.Foreign tourists, except those from Pakistan, China and Afghanistan, would now be allowed to
visit these places without a special permit.

“Adopt a Heritage Project” – Dalmia Bharat adopts Red Fort
 Dalmia Bharat Limited has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Ministry of
Tourism for adoption of Red Fort monument under the “Adopt a Heritage” project. With an estimate
of over Rs. 5 crores per year, Dalmia Bharat Limited joins 'Monument Mitras' from other various
private sector companies.It will look after the operations and the maintenance of this heritage site for
the next five years. This project is a unique endeavour by the Union Ministry of Tourism in
collaboration with the ASI (Archaeological Survey of India).

Diu Smart City becomes first to run on 100% Renewable Energy
 Diu is a part of the Union Territory of Daman and Diu. It has become the first city in India that runs
on 100% renewable energy during the daytime. It has set a benchmark for other cities to follow. Diu
had been importing 73% of its power from Gujarat till last year.It has developed a 9-MW solar park
spread over 50 hectares rocky barren land, besides installing solar panels on the rooftops on 79
government buildings, generating 1.3 MW annuallyDiu also offers a subsidy of Rs 10,000 – 50,000 to
its residents for installing 1-5 KW rooftop solar panels.It is saving about 13,000 tonnes of carbon
emissions every year.Due to low-cost solar energy, power tariffs have been cut in residential category
by 10% last year and 15% this year.There are plans to make the city fully self-sufficient day and night
via the addition of a 6.8MW wind power unit by 2019.
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