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World’s first long-distance electric bus line to begin in Paris
 World’s first long-distance electric bus line began service on April 12, 2018 in Paris, France.This bus
line has been presented by Flixbus, a brand which offers intercity bus service in Europe.It will link
Paris to France’s northern city of Amiens, undertaking a 160 kilometres journey within two
hours.This 49-seater bus has a maximum travel range of 250 kilometres. Its batteries can be fully
charged in 5 hours.

Economic Freedom Index 2018: India ranks 130
 India jumped 13 places to achieve the 130th spot in this year's Index of Economic Freedom published
by the Heritage Foundation, an American think-tank.As per the latest edition, India moved up to the
130th spot, up from 143 in 2017.India's economic freedom score was 54.5.Hong Kong topped the
index followed by Singapore and New Zealand.

NHAI signs agreement for its First International Project
 To provide seamless vehicular movement for enhancing trade, business, health, education and tourism
between Indian, Myanmar and Thailand, the National Highways Authority of India has signed an
agreement for upgradation of Yagyi – Kalewa section of highway (Milepost 40/0 to Milepost 115/5)
in Myanmar to two lane with earthen shoulder. The agreement was signed by NHAI with M/s Punj
Lloyd Ltd. – Varaha Infra Ltd. (JV). The project has been funded by Ministry of External Affairs,
Government of India and would be executed on EPC mode at a cost of Rs.1177 crores.

Bhanu Pratap Sharma appointed chairman of Bank Board Bureau (BBB)
 On 12th April 2018, former DoPT (Department of Personnel and Training) Secretary Bhanu Pratap
Sharma was appointed the Chairman of Banks Board Bureau (BBB) by the government.Bhanu Pratap
Sharma succeeds Vinod Rai. Vinod Rai was appointed as the first chairman of BBB for a period of
two years.Financial Services Secretary Rajiv Kumar said that, Bhanu Pratap Sharma will be given the
same mandate as that of Vinod Rai.

PM Modi inaugurates 16th International Energy Forum Ministerial Meeting
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated 16th International Energy Forum Ministerial Meeting
in New Delhi.It is the largest gathering of Ministers from energy consuming, producing and transit
countries.Hosted by India and co-hosted by China and Korea, the meeting aims to focus on how
global shifts, transition policies and new technologies influence market stability and future investment
in the energy sector.

Kidambi Srikanth becomes world No. 1 badminton player
 Kidambi Srikanth replaced Viktor Axelsen of Denmark to become the No. 1 player in the Badminton
World Federation (BWF) rankings. He topped the rankings with 76,895 points in men's singles
category to displace current world champion Viktor Axelsen,The Padma Shri and Arjuna awardee is
one of Dronacharya Pullela Gopichand’s pupils.This is the second time when an Indian male
Badminton player has achieved World rank No. 1 after Prakash Padukone did so in 1980.Srikanth
bagged the mixed team gold in the ongoing Commonwealth Games 2018.

India’s 1st All Electric Superfast Train flagged off
 The All Electric Superfast Train manufactured under the Make in India project was flagged off by our
honourable Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi. India’s first all-electric high speed locomotive with
12,000 horsepower was flagged off in Bihar. It is considered to be a great boost to the Make in India
initiative of the Modi government.The train was developed at Madhepura’s Electric Locomotive
Factory in collaboration with a French firm Alstom.With the launch of this high speed locomotive,
India has joined the league of nations including Russia, China, Germany and Sweden where such
locomotives are operational.

8th Regional 3R Forum inaugurated
 8th Regional 3R Forum in Asia and the Pacific was held in Indore, Madhya Pradesh, India, from 9-12
April 2018. The forum provides a strategic platform for sharing best practices in 3R areas, including
new and emerging issues of concern in waste management.The Regional 3R Forum in Asia and the
Pacific was launched in 2009 in Tokyo, Japan with the objective of integrating the 3Rs in policy,
planning and development. The aim is to shift the global consumption and production patterns
towards building a sound-material-cycle society, recognizing the importance of reducing barriers to
the international flow of goods and materials for recycling and re-manufacturing, particularly in
developing countries.
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