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Arkansas Novelist Padma Viswanathan Awarded 2017 Porter Fund Literary
Prize
 Indian American novelist and playwright Padma Viswanathan is the recipient of the 2017 Porter
Fund Literary Prize for fiction.The Porter Fund Literary Prize is presented annually to an Arkansas
writer who has accomplished a substantial and impressive body of work that merits enhanced
recognition. The $2000 prize makes it one of the state’s most lucrative as well as prestigious literary
awards.

Ajay Vipin Nanavati appointed chairman of Syndicate Bank
 Ajay Vipin Nanavati was today appointed as the chairman of Syndicate Bank.The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet has approved his appointment as Non-Official Director/Non-Executive
Chairman in Syndicate Bank for three years, according to an order issued by the Department of
Personnel and Training.In 2015, the government had bifurcated the posts of chairman and managing
directors in public sector banks.While the chairman became responsible for overall policy directions,
the managing director and chief executive officer became the executive head, accountable for the
day-to-day functioning of the bank.

FDI Jumps 37% to 10.4 Billion USD During April-June 2017
 Foreign direct investment, FDI, into the country grew by 37 per cent to 10(point) 4 billion US Dollar
during the first quarter of the current fiscal. According to the figures of the Department of Industrial
Policy and Promotion, DIPP, India had received around eight billion FDI US Dollar during the same
period last year. The main sectors which attracted the highest foreign inflows include services,
telecom, trading, computer hardware and software and automobile. Bulk of the FDI came in from
Singapore, Mauritius, the Netherlands and Japan. A strong inflow of foreign investments will help
improve the country’s balance of payments situation and strengthen the rupee value against other
global currencies, especially the US dollar.

Former Manipur CM Rishang Keishing Died
 Former Manipur Chief Minister and a member of the first Lok Sabha Rishang Keishing passed away
following brief illness in Imphal.He was 96. Veteran Congress leader Keishing, served as the chief
minister of Manipur from 1980 to 1988 and from 1994 to 1997.

National Sports Awards 2017 Announced
 National Sports Awards are given every year to recognize and reward excellence in sports. Rajiv
Gandhi Khel Ratna Award is given for the spectacular and most outstanding performance in the field
of sports by a sportsperson over a period of four year, Arjuna Award is given for consistency
outstanding performance for four years, Dronacharya Award for coaches for producing medal

winners at prestigious International sports events, Dhyan Chand Award for life time contribution to
sports development.The Union Government announced the National Sports Awards. Para athlete
Devendra and hockey player Sardar Singh will be honoured with the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna
Award. The awardees will receive their awards from the President of India at a specially organized
function at the Rashtrapati Bhawan on 29 August 2017.

SC strikes down instant triple talaq
 The Supreme Court banned on Tuesday a controversial Islamic practice of instant divorce as arbitrary
and unconstitutional, in a landmark verdict for gender justice that will stop Muslim men calling off a
marriage on a whim. In a split verdict, three of the five all-male judges on the case said the practice
of saying “talaq”, or divorce, three times in one go – sometimes even over email and WhatsApp –
violated women’s right to equality and was not integral to Islam. The dissenting note came from
Chief Justice of India JS Khehar and justice S Abdul Nazeer, who argued instant talaq should be
suspended and the government asked to bring a law to regulate the practice within six months. The
majority verdict overrides the minority view. Muslim men in India can still divorce using two other
forms of talaq that have a three-month cooling off period. Muslim women usually divorce using a
practice called Khula. Instant talaq, or “talaq-e-biddat”, is banned in 22 Muslim-majority countries,
including Pakistan, for being sinful and arbitrary.

N B Gupta appointed as Director (Finance), PFC
 N B Gupta has been appointed by Government of India as Director (Finance), Power Finance
Corporation Ltd (PFC) for a period of five years or date of his superannuation whichever is earlier.
Mr Gupta has assumed the charge of 'Director (Finance)' in PFC w.e.f. August 18, 2017. He has more
than 30 years of experience in Power Sector and carries with him rich experience in the fields of
Fund raising, International Finance, Internal Audit and Accounts Finalization etc.

Subroto Cup International Football Tournament Began in Delhi
 58th edition of Subroto Cup International Football Tournament began in Delhi. A total of 99 teams
from India and abroad are participating across three categories in this edition of famous inter-school
football tournament. Teams from Bangladesh, Indonesia, Nepal, Afghanistan and Singapore are
participating in this edition. The one month long football carnival will be played in three categories
Sub-Junior boys (Under-14), Junior Girls (Under-17), Junior Boys (Under-17). This season seems to
be more promising with a special emphasis on “BETI-BACHAO, BETI-PADHAO, BETI-KHILAO”.

India Football Star Oinam Bembem Devi Receives Arjuna Award
 Oinam Bembem Devi, the flagbearer of Indian women's football for over the past two decades was
named the winner of the prestigious Arjuna Award. Bembem becomes the second Indian woman
footballer to win the award, the first being Shanti Mullick in 1983. Bembem is the 25th Footballer to
have won the Arjuna Award, the last being Subrata Paul in 2016. In addition, she was also awarded
the AIFF Woman Footballer Award twice, in 2001 and 2013.
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